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DETAILED ACTION 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 
September 08, 2009 has been entered. 

Response to Arguments/Amendments 

2. The rejection of Claims 1, 4, 5, 7 and 16 under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Ando et al. (JP 2001-276484), made of record in the Office action mailed 
June 08, 2009, has been withdrawn in response to Applicant's amendments filed August 
08, 2009. 

3. The rejection of Claims 8,10 and 1 7 under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being 
unpatentable over Hird (WO 01/71084) in view of Ando et al. (JP 2001-276484), made 
of record in the Office action mailed June 08, 2009, has been withdrawn in response to 
Applicant's amendments filed August 08, 2009. 

4. Applicant has amended the claims to include further structural and functional 
limitations directed to a control unit. Applicant has also further functionally defined the 
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unbalance correcting portion. In view of these amendments, a new grounds of rejection 
is made. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

5. The Information Disclosure Statement filed September 08, 2009 has been 
considered. The following references have been considered in previously filed 
Information Disclosure Statements and have been crossed out to avoid duplicate 
citations: WO 2004/003280-A1 in the IDS filed October 23, 2007; JP 2002-1 13288-A in 
the IDS filed December 14, 2005; and JP S56-069372-U in the IDS filed August 08, 
2007. 

Claim Objections 

6. Claim 17 is objected to because of the following informalities: the phrase 
"controls the information portion to give" appears to by a typo and should read "controls 
the informing portion to give." If this is not a typo, then the "information portion" would 
lack proper antecedent basis. Appropriate correction is required 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

7. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 

8. Claims 1, 4, 5, 7, 8, 10, 16 and 17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Hashimoto (US 5,743,115) in view of Ando et al. (JP 2001-276484) 
and Spriggs et al. (US 5,873,268). 



Application/Control Number: 10/535,247 Page 4 

Art Unit: 1792 

9. Claims 1, 4, 5, 7 and 16 require a washer having the following structure: a 
washing tub; a metal ion adding portion; a treatment substance adding portion; a water 
flow controlling portion; and a control unit that controls the metal ion adding portion; the 
treatment substance adding portion; the water flow controlling portion; and an agitator 
(which is implied by the swirl periods). Claims 8, 10 and 17 require a washer having: a 
washing tub; a metal ion adding portion; an unbalance detecting portion; an unbalance 
correcting portion that corrects imbalance by agitating inside the washing tub; and a 
control unit. Additionally, Claim 17 requires the structure of an informing portion. 

1 0. Regarding Claims 1 , 4, 5, 7 and 1 6, Hashimoto discloses a washing machine 
comprising: a washing tub (4); a water flow controlling portion (water supply system, 22, 
water guide, 1 9, and water supply valve, 21 ); and a control unit that controls all aspects 
of washing (26; col. 5, line 26-52); and an agitator (5). 

1 1 . Hashimoto does not expressly disclose a metal ion adding portion and a control 
unit that controls it. 

12. Ando discloses a metal ion adding portion (B), which is added to a rinsing cycle 
such that particles adhere to clothing and impart an antibacterial effect to the clothing 
(machine translation paragraphs 4 and 5). The metal ion adding portion is also 
controlled by a control unit (240; machine translation paragraphs 23-35). 

1 3. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify Hashimoto, as taught by Ando, and to have a computer controlled 
metal ion adding portion to supply metal ions to the laundry. One would have been 
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motivated to do so in order to produce the beneficial, and predictable, result of sterilizing 
clothing. 

14. Hashimoto in view of Ando does not expressly disclose a treatment substance 
adding portion and a control unit for controlling it. 

15. Spriggs discloses a washing machine (106) with a treatment substance 
dispenser (100) and a controller (202) for controlling the treatment substance 
dispensing system (Figure 11). 

16. Because it is known in the art to have a computer controlled treatment substance 
adding portion, and the results of the modification would be predictable, namely, an 
effective way of dispensing detergents, softeners and bleaches, it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to have a computer 
controlled treatment substance dispenser. 

1 7. The further limitations of Claims 1 , 4, 5, 7 and 1 6 are considered to be intended 
use of the washing machine as taught by Hashimoto in view of Ando and Spriggs and 
are not further limiting in so far as the structure of the apparatus is concerned. The 
claimed intended use must result in a structural difference between the claimed 
invention and the prior art in order to patentably distinguish the claimed invention from 
the prior art. For example, the apparatus of Hashimoto in view of Ando and Spriggs is 
capable of adding metal ions to water and having mild and powerful swirl periods. 

18. Claims 8, 1 0 and 1 7 are considered to be taught by Hashimoto in view of Ando 
and Spriggs as applied above. Regarding Claims 8 and 10, Hashimoto discloses an 
unbalance detecting portion (29) and an unbalance correcting portion (reads on the 
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agitator, 5). Regarding Claim 17, Hashimoto discloses numerous indicators (see Figure 
2), any of which can be used as claimed. Nevertheless, it would have also been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to add extra indicators to alert a user of various 
machine states. The further limitations of Claims 8, 10 and 17 are considered to be 
intended use of the washing machine as taught by Hashimoto in view of Ando and 
Spriggs and are not further limiting in so far as the structure of the apparatus is 
concerned. 

Conclusion 

1 9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to DAVID CORMIER whose telephone number is (571) 
270-7386. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Thursday 8:30 - 6:00. 

20. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Michael Barr can be reached on (571) 272-1414. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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21 . Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Michael Barr/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art 
Unit 1792 

/DGC/ 

David Cormier 
10/02/2009 



